
  

 

 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

From Mr. Metcalf’s Desk 
Welcome Back Kent Lake Star Leaders! 

Hello Kent Lake Families and welcome back to another wonderful year at 

Kent Lake!   After the craziness of the last year, we’re looking forward to 

returning to some of our “traditional” parts of the school year.  

We’d like to say “Welcome Back” to our returning students and warmly   

welcome our Junior Kindergarteners, Kindergarten and other new students 

to our family. 

Kent Lake is a lively learning community that proudly provides learning at 

every turn for every student. Our teachers  and support  staff work     

endlessly  to  ensure that your children receive a top-notch education;  

however, this cannot be accomplished without the support from our     

families. Whether you’re in the school as volunteers or at home preparing 

your child for each school day, we appreciate all that you do to enhance 

our school community.  

Please be sure to read this  newsletter thoroughly, as it contains important  

information from Kent Lake and the school district.  We will continue to 

send weekly updates through email.  

There are some forms enclosed in this newsletter.  Please feel free to print 

any of the forms that pertain to your child. These forms  can be turned into 

the  office during the first week of school. 

Enjoy the last bit of summer vacation and we’ll see you on Tuesday,      

September 7th! 

~Mr. Ray Metcalf, Principal 
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The mission of the Kent Lake learning community is to provide a safe and  supportive environment 
that fosters personal excellence, respect for others, use of Habits of Mind behaviors, and an       

understanding of diversity. 



 

Important Dates 

Sun 8/1 -  Back to School Process opens in Skyward  

Fri 8/27 - Back to School Process must be completed 

Fri 9/3 - Teacher names available in Skyward (if you completed the Back to School Process!) 

Tue 9/7 - First Day of school for 1st - 5th Grades ONLY! Half Day - dismissal is at 11:09 am 

Wed 9/8 - First FULL day of school for everyone! Dismissal is at 3:18 pm. Don’t forget a lunch! 

Fri 9/17 - Tentative Picture Day—order online at SchoolPictures.com 

Mon 10/11 - Elementary students have a Half Day—dismissal is at 11:09 am 

Tue 10/19 - Elementary students have a Half Day—dismissal is at 11:09 am 

Thu 10/21 - Elementary students have a Half Day—dismissal is at 11:09 am 

Tue 11/2 - No School for all of SLCS 

*Parent/Teacher Conferences for Elementary Schools will be in Oct., look for information soon! 

Are you following us?  
 SLCS Social Media 

 @slcs48178 

 @SLCSD 

 Kent Lake Social Media 

 @kentlakeelementary 

 @SLCSKentLake 

Your child’s teacher will have social media and websites as well!  

Look for information the first week of school! 



 
Contingency Plans 

Occasionally, school systems have to send students have to send students home early due to weather           

conditions, power outages, boiler failure, and so on. Although we try to avoid sending students home early, there 

have been times in the past and there will, no doubt, be times in the future when this action is necessary. 

Please discuss this possibility with your children, and devise a plan for them to follow. Your plan might involve 

going straight home and calling a parent at work. It might involve going to the neighbor’s home, if the neighbor 

agrees. It might involve a high school child staying at home with the younger children. Whatever plan is decided 

upon, make sure your children know it and follow it, for their safety and your peace of mind.  

Whenever possible, students at the elementary level will not be released unless a contact has been made with a 

parent, guardian, or other individual listed on their emergency card. Please continue to keep emergency contact 

information up to date for all students, regardless of their ages. Updates to an emergency contact list can be 

made by emailing the office staff.  

South Lyon Community Schools 

Attendance Policy Guidelines for Elementary Schools 

Step 1: Student misses either 10 days absent or 15 days combined absent/tardy days: a note is sent 

home to parents. 

Step 2: Student misses either 15 days absent or 20 days combined absent/tardy days before March: 

letter is sent home including mandatory meeting with principal. 

Step 3: Student misses either 20 days absent or 25 days combined absent/tardy days: the office will 

make a Youth Assistance referral. 

Step 4: The office will initiate Family Court Proceedings if non-improvement or patterning is determined 

from Step 3. 

A child is considered tardy if they arrive at their lockers after 8:15am. For those of you who drive 

your child to school, this means that your child needs to be dropped off between 8:05 and 8:15 am so 

that they can make it to their lockers on time. 

A child will be considered absent if for the morning if they arrive after 9:35 am. A child is considered  

absent for the afternoon if they leave the building before 1:35 pm. 

For your child to be marked with an “excused” absence, you must call the Kent Lake Attendance Line at 

248-573-8325 before 9:00 am the day they are absent.  Phone calls and messages received after 9:00 

am will have a note added to the attendance record, but they absence will remain “unexcused”.  

Full Day of School: 8:15 am - 3:18 pm 

Half Day of school: 8:15 am - 11:09 am 



South Lyon Community Schools 

Advisory to All Parents 

As a part of the South Lyon Community School District’s pest and grounds management program, pesti-

cides are occasionally applied. You have a right to be informed prior to any pesticide application made to the 

school grounds and buildings. In certain emergencies, pesticides may be applied without prior notice, but 

you will be provided notice following any such application. If you need prior notification, please complete the 

information below and submit the form to: 

Facilities and Maintenance 

22727 Griswold 

South Lyon, MI 48178 

 

 

Pesticide Prior Notification Request 

 

Parent/Guardian Name:_____________________________________________________ 

 

Student’s Name:___________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address:____________________________________________________________ 

 

City:______________________  Zip Code:_______________________ 

 

Telephone:  Daytime:____________________________  Evening:___________________ 

 

School Student is attending:__________________________________________________ 

 

Please check one: 

 

____ I wish to be notified prior to a scheduled pesticide treatment, inside the building. 

 

____ I wish to be notified prior to a scheduled pesticide treatment, outside of the building. 

 

____ Both of the above. 

 

Signature:__________________________________________   Date:________________ 

 

Head Lice Advisory 

As you may be aware, in recent years, the number of head lice cases have been on the rise across the 

country. Outbreaks are common in schools, especially at the elementary level. 

Head lice are insects which are easily transmitted either by direct contact, or sharing clothing or personal 

items like combs. They are 1/8” long and light to dark tan in color.  The eggs, which are commonly called 

“nits” are smooth, plump, and grayish white in color. They usually attach to the hair shaft and are hard to see 

and remove. Newly laid eggs are found within 1/4” from the scalp, and are often found around the nape of 

the neck and behind the ears. 

Because head lice is spread so easily, any child with lice will be excluded from school until she/he has had 

their first treatment. It is expected that children will not return to school until they are free of lice and visible 

nits. If your child contacts head lice, your doctor or pharmacist can help as well as the Oakland County 

Health Division at (248) 926-3300. 



Educational Material for Parents and Students (Content Meets MDCH Requirements)  
Sources: Michigan Department of Community Health. CDC and the National Operating Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment (NOCSAE)  

UNDERSTANDING CONCUSSIONS  
Some Common Symptoms  

Headache  
Pressure in the Head  

Nausea/Vomiting  
Dizziness  

Balance Problems  
Double Vision  
Blurry Vision  

Sensitive to Light  
Sensitive to Noise  

Sluggishness  
Haziness  
Fogginess  
Grogginess  

Poor Concentration  
Memory Problems  

Confusion  
“Feeling Down”  

Not “Feeling Right”  
Feeling Irritable  

Slow Reaction Time  
Sleep Problems  

WHAT IS A CONCUSSION?  
A concussion is a type of traumatic brain injury that changes the way the brain normally works. A concussion is caused by a fall, 
bump, blow, or jolt to the head or body that causes the head and brain to move quickly back and forth. A concussion can be caused by 
a shaking, spinning or a sudden stopping and starting of the head. Even a “ding,” “getting your bell rung,” or what seems to be a mild 
bump or blow to the head can be serious. A concussion can happen even if you haven’t been knocked out. You can’t see a concussion. 
Signs and symptoms of concussions can show up right after the injury or may not appear or be noticed until days or weeks after the 
injury. If the student reports any symptoms of a concussion, or if you notice symptoms yourself, seek medical attention right away. A 
student who may have had a concussion should not return to play on the day of the injury and until a health care professional says they 
are okay to return to play.  
IF YOU SUSPECT A CONCUSSION:  
1. SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION RIGHT AWAY – A health care professional will be able to decide how serious the concussion is and 

when it is safe for the student to return to regular activities, including sports. Don’t hide it, report it. Ignoring symptoms and trying to 
“tough it out” often makes it worse.  

2. KEEP YOUR STUDENT OUT OF PLAY – Concussions take time to heal. Don’t let the student return to play the day of injury and 
until a heath care professional says it’s okay. A student who returns to play too soon, while the brain is still healing, risks a greater 
chance of having a second concussion. Young children and teens are more likely to get a concussion and take longer to recover 
than adults. Repeat or second concussions increase the time it takes to recover and can be very serious. They can cause perma-
nent brain damage, affecting the student for a lifetime. They can be fatal. It is better to miss one game than the whole season.  

3. TELL THE SCHOOL ABOUT ANY PREVIOUS CONCUSSION – Schools should know if a student had a previous concussion. A 
student’s school may not know about a concussion received in another sport or activity unless you notify them.  

SIGNS OBSERVED BY PARENTS:  

•  Appears dazed or stunned  

• Is confused about assignment or position  

• Forgets an instruction  

• Can’t recall events prior to or after a hit or fall  

• Is unsure of game, score, or opponent  

• Moves clumsily  

• Answers questions slowly  

• Loses consciousness (even briefly)  

• Shows mood, behavior, or personality changes  
CONCUSSION DANGER SIGNS: In rare cases, a dangerous blood clot may form on the brain in a person with a concussion and 
crowd the brain against the skull. A student should receive immediate medical attention if after a bump, blow, or jolt to the head or body 
s/he exhibits any of the following danger signs:  

• One pupil larger than the other  

• Is drowsy or cannot be awakened  

• A headache that gets worse  

• Weakness, numbness, or decreased coordination  

• Repeated vomiting or nausea  

• Slurred speech  

• Convulsions or seizures  

• Cannot recognize people/places  

• Becomes increasingly confused, restless or agitated  

• Has unusual behavior  

• Loses consciousness (even a brief loss of consciousness should be taken seriously.)  



 

 

UNDERSTANDING CONCUSSIONS  

(Continued)  

HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPORT OF A CONCUSSION:  

If a student reports one or more symptoms of a concussion after a bump, blow, or jolt to the head or body, s/he should be kept out of athlet-

ic play the day of the injury. The student should only return to play with permission from a health care professional experienced in evaluat-

ing for concussion. During recovery, rest is key. Exercising or activities that involve a lot of concentration (such as studying, working on 

the computer, or playing video games) may cause concussion symptoms to reappear or get worse. Students who return to school after a 

concussion may need to spend fewer hours at school, take rests breaks, be given extra help and time, spend less time reading, writing or on 

a computer. After a concussion, returning to sports and school is a gradual process that should be monitored by a health care professional.  

Remember: Concussion affects people differently. While most students with a concussion recover quickly and fully, some will have symp-

toms that last for days, or even weeks. A more serious concussion can last for months or longer.  

To learn more, go to www.cdc.gov/concussion.  

Participants and parents please review and keep the educational materials available for future reference  

Title I  
Kent Lake Elementary School receives funds from the Title I, Part A program, which is a federal 

supplemental program designed to help children reach high academic standards. We are re-

quired to inform parents/guardians of children attending a Title I school about the professional 

qualifications of their child's classroom teacher(s). As required by law, information regarding 

the following will be provided to you upon request:  

Whether your child's teacher has met Michigan qualification and licensing criteria for the 

grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.  

Whether your child's teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status 

through which Michigan qualification or licensing criteria have been waived.  

The baccalaureate degree major of your child's teacher and any other graduate certification 

or degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree.  

Whether your child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.  

You may request additional information on the level of achievement of your child in each of    

Michigan's assessments. Michigan uses the Michigan Student Test of Educational Process             

(M-STEP) to determine levels of achievement.  

You will also receive timely notice if your child is, for whatever reason, assigned, or has been 

taught for four or more consecutive weeks, by a teacher who is not highly qualified. A highly 

qualified teacher would be defined as a teacher who meets Michigan's qualification and licens-

ing criteria for the grade level or subject area in which the teacher is providing instruction.  



Kent Lake Parent/Student Handbooks 
Kent Lake Student Handbooks are available by going online to 
www.slcs.us and then clicking on the Kent Lake Elementary link.  Copies 
are also provided as part of this online back to school process.      
Completing the online process means that you have read the handbook 
completely and understand everything.  If you would like a hard copy, 
you may request one through your child’s teacher. 

Kent Lake Elementary School 

Full Days:  8:15 am – 3:18 pm 

Half Days:  8:15 am – 11:09 am 
 

Mr. Ray Metcalf, Principal: metcalfr@slcs.us 

Mrs. Jessica Jose, Principal’s Secretary: josej@slcs.us 

Mrs. Cheri Scurto, Secretary: scurtoc@slcs.us 
 

Main Office: 248-573-8350 

Attendance Line: 248-573-8325 

Fax: 248-486-0412 
 

30181 Kent Lake Road 
South Lyon, MI 48178 



**ANNUAL NOTIFICATION** 

 

Disclosure of Personal Information 

 

In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 USC 1232 (g), the Board of Education of South Lyon             

Community Schools has designated the following information as “directory information”. 
 

• The student’s name 

• The names of the student’s parent(s) 

• The student’s address 

• The student’s date of birth 

• The student’s class designation 

• The student’s extracurricular participation 

• The student’s achievement awards or honors, not scholastic grades 

• The student’s weight and height, if a member of an athletic team 

• The student’s photograph 

• The name of the school or school district the student attended before he/she enrolled in the South Lyon School District 

• Pictures/videotapes taken by surveillance cameras 
 

While all other information concerning students of the school district remains confidential and will be released only in accordance with the 

school district’s Student Record Policy, the above “directory information” will be released to a requesting party unless a parent or an    

eligible student advises the school district that such information should not be so released with respect to that particular student. 
 

If you do not wish the above “directory information” or any part thereof concerning a particular student be released, please sign below 

and return. 

 

_____________________________________     ______________________________________ 

Child’s name                                                          Teacher’s Name 

 

_______________________            _____________________________________________________ 

Date                                                    Parent’s Signature 

*********************************************************************************************************  

In addition to the above information I prefer not to have my child’s picture included in the following: 

 

______Videos 

 

______Monthly Birthday Board 

 

______School Yearbook 

 

______Pictures of Classroom Activities  (Classroom Parties, etc.) 

 

Child’s Name____________________________________________________ 

 

Teacher’s Name__________________________________________________ 

 

Parent’s Signature________________________________________________ 

Please print and return this form no later than the second Friday of the school year.  

 



Shared Involvement Process 

The South Lyon Community Schools has adopted the following mission statement: 

In support of our community, the mission of the South Lyon Community Schools is to provide the highest quality educa-

tional process so that all students can excel as individuals and become contributing members of society. 

To accomplish our mission, the South Lyon Community Schools endorses the concept of Shared Involvement Process 

(SIP) as the necessary and appropriate means by which all educational decisions of the highest quality are most likely 

to be achieved at all levels. 

The following are examples of the many benefits of the Shared Involvement Process: 

• Improving the morale of the staff 

• Focusing accountability for decisions 

• Bringing resources in line with school’s goals 

• Nurturing and stimulating new leaders  

• Increasing quantity and quality of communication 

• Increasing ownership into decisions to be made 

• Placing decisions at the closest level to those affected 

• Promoting input of a greater and more diverse nature 

So what is Shared Involvement Process (SIP)?   

SIP is a process for soliciting, collecting, evaluating and using information and the expertise of educational partners for 

the purpose of making and implementing decisions that will improve or enhance student achievement.   

The building SIP committee may implement decisions that do not impact other buildings in the district, do not require 

the expenditure of more funds than are available in the approved budget and do not conflict with district goals, proce-

dures, policies, collective bargaining agreements or federal or state laws and requirements. 

Building Committee 

Each building will have a committee consisting of the building principal, a minimum of two elementary teachers and at 

the secondary level, a minimum of three teachers or a ratio of 1/500 students. Teachers will be chosen in a manner 

acceptable to the staff. Also on the committee will be a minimum of one support staff and, when possible, representa-

tion from the community. Parent representation will equal the number of teachers and be chosen by the SIP or by oth-

er parents in the school. At each middle school, two eighth grade students may be members when deemed appropriate. 

At the high school level, a total of four students, one from each grade, will be selected under the direction of the stu-

dent government. 

Responsibilities 

The responsibility of the SIP is to review and/or approve, when appropriate, the school improvement efforts, e.g. each 

phase of the credentialing and AdvancEd  process, state assessment outcomes, AYP goals, Ed. Yes/MI Plan require-

ments and outcomes, and school climate and safety issues. These items will be included on the SIP agendas when ap-

propriate. 

Duration of Terms 

The duration of terms will be implemented to ensure continuity of membership. Prospective members should be made 

aware that a commitment of time will be necessary to effectively deal with these building issues and responsibilities. 

How do I learn about my school’s SIP Committee? 

SIP committees meet monthly and each school’s agenda and meeting minutes are posted on the South Lyon Communi-

ty Schools website at www.slcs.us. Minutes are also shared in newsletters, at PTO meetings, etc…  

The school’s SIP committee would like to provide parents and community members the opportunity to share questions, 

comments, or concerns.  Feel free to contact a SIP member or use the tear off sheet included with the minutes and re-

turn it to the school’s office.  Please be sure and sign your name so that a member of the SIP committee can be in con-

tact with you.   

The district and SIP committees encourage all members of the school community to learn about the Shared Involve-

ment Process and support our mission to increase achievement for all students. 



Kent Lake  

Student Cafeteria and Playground Expectations 
To ensure that all students at Kent Lake are provided with the appropriate time to eat 

their lunch and enjoy recess, the following procedures and guidelines are expected of 

all students. These are rules that should not be unfamiliar to your child, but please 

read and review them with your family regardless.  

Kent Lake students will participate in recess first and then go to lunch.  

Playground Expectations: 
 Students must not leave the playground. If a need does arise, students need to      

inform playground supervisors. For safety reasons, students are not permitted to go 

back into the building for items from their lockers, unless they are leaving early for 

the day. 

 Students may only slide DOWN the slide. Going up the slide is not acceptable at 

any point. Please do not stand at the bottom of the slide; it is likely that you will get 

hurt. 

 No standing on the top of any equipment. 

 Tag can be played on the ground only, not on any equipment. 

 Fighting, play fighting or any other aggressive behavior that looks like fighting is 

not allowed.  

 Throwing rocks, wood chips, ice or snow is not allowed at school. 

 Tackle football is not allowed at school. 

 Students will line up immediately after being notified by playground staff . 

Cafeteria: 

 Students will enter and walk to find their grade level tables in an orderly manner. 

 Students will be respectful towards all members of the lunch staff as well as their 

peers.  

 Students will use appropriate volume when speaking with friends. 

 Students are expected to clean up after themselves. Trash on the table and on the 

floor is the responsibility of the students. 

 To maintain safety, students will need to remain seated until their table has been     

dismissed. At that time, students will get up as directed and walk to the trashcans,   

dispose of any trash and then lineup to go back to their classrooms.  

 Students will raise their hand in the event that they need help or need to use the       

restroom. 

 When leaving the cafeteria, students will remain quiet so that other classes are not 

disrupted.  



Lost and Found 
As you are sending your student to school please remember to 
label EVERYTHING with their name (lunch boxes, water bottles, 
jackets, etc.) Our lost and found fills up very quickly with every-
thing from shoes to water bottles to sweatshirts and we 
would love to be able to return items to their owners.  As you 
find yourself in the building, please take a quick minute and 
check our lost and found table - located in the cafeteria by the 
double doors - or items that may belong to your family.  

Items left unclaimed for long periods of time will be donated. 

    Breakfast Guidelines  

This is a reminder for those students who eat  
breakfast at school.   

In the past, some of the students have taken too long to eat and, as a result, were 
getting to class very late.  Please review the following rules with your child. 

 Breakfast is served in the cafeteria from 8:05—8:25. 

 Busses unload at 8:05. 

 Students are to go directly to the cafeteria if they are eating breakfast.  They 
are not to go to their locker first. 

 Students who eat breakfast must be done and in their classrooms no later than 
8:25 or they will be marked tardy. 



Reminders from our Transportation Department 
 ALL Kindergarten students must be met at the bus stop by a parent. 

 Please be at the bus stop at least 5 minutes before your designated time. 

 Students must remain sitting on the bus at all times. 

 ABSOLUTELY NO EATING OR DRINKING AT ANY TIME ON THE BUS. 

Please review these expectations with your child. 

A complete copy of the Transportation Code of Conduct can be found on the 

Transportation page at www.slcs.us 

Non-Discrimination Statement 
The Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, disa-

bility, age, height, weight, marital status, genetic information, or any other legally protected characteristic, in 

its programs and activities, including employment opportunities. (Board Policy 3122 revised July 19, 2010). 

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: 

Brian Toth 

Assistant Superintendent for 

Administrative Services 

South Lyon Community Schools 

345 South Warren 

South Lyon, Michigan  48178 

(248) 573-8130 or (248) 573-8140 

VIDEO SURVEILLANCE AND ELECTRONIC MONITORING 
 In order to protect Board property, promote security and protect the health, welfare and safety of students, staff and visitors, the Board of Education    

authorizes the use of video surveillance and electronic monitoring equipment on school property, and in school buildings and school buses.  Information obtained 

through video surveillance/electronic monitoring may be used to identify intruders and persons breaking the law, Board policy, or the Student Code of Conduct 

(i.e., it may be used as evidence in disciplinary actions and criminal proceedings). 


